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" Onset! onset! " cried all the leaders with one voice.
" Do you hear, Madame ?" said Lord Seaton to Mary; "to decide otherwise in the face of such unanimity would be unwise, I believe. There is an old Scotch proverb, Madame, which says that courage is the greatest prudence."
" But you heard it said, did you not," rejoined the Queen, " that the Regent occupies a strong position ? "
" The greyhound pursues the hare over Mil as well as over plain," was Seaton's reply; " however strong his position we will dislodge him."
" Let it be as you wish, my Lords. It shall not be said that Mary Stuart ordered the sword which her defenders drew in her cause to be sheathed."
She turned to Douglas.
" George," she said, " select a body-guard of twenty men, and take command of it; you must not leave my side."
George bowed his acquiescence, selected twenty of the flower of the army, placed the Queen in the centre of them, and took his own place at their head, The march was then resumed, and in about two hours the vanguard came in sight of the enemy. Thereupon they halted and the rest of the army caught them up.
The Queen's forces were then abreast of the city of Glasgow. The higher land directly in front of them was occupied by a considerable force flying the royal standard of Scotland, which was displayed by the opposing army as well. On the other hand, and upon the opposite slope of the hill, lay the village of Langside, surrounded by gardens. The road which led thither, and which followed all the inequalities of the soil, was so narrow at one spot that there was barely room for two men to pass; farther on it plunged into a ravine,
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